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SDNG presents Distinguished 

Service Awards during 

annual Dining Out 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

 

     The South Dakota National Guard presented three awards for distinguished ser-
vice to retired service members, a family, and an employer during the annual SDNG 
Dining Out at the Ramkota Hotel and Conven-
tion Center in Pierre on Feb. 6, 2025.   
     The annual event reunites SDNG soldiers, air-
men, legislators, and guests from across the 
state for a formal evening to honor the organiza-
tion’s history and to recognize achievements 
from the past year.   
     The awards presented include recognition of 
outstanding volunteerism by a SDNG family, out-
standing support from a South Dakota Reserve 
Component employer, and a public servant for 
their service and support of the SDNG mission.  
     The event keynote speakers, South Dakota 
Gov. Larry Rhoden and SDNG Adjutant General, 
Maj. Gen. Mark Morrell provided remarks during 
the event and presented the awards.   
     The Williamson Militiaman Award recipient is Mrs. Nicole Wajer of Sioux 
Falls.  The Williamson Militiaman Award was established in 1987 by Maj. Gen. Ronald 
F. Williamson. The award recognizes an individual who exemplifies the spirit of the 
citizen-soldier or airman as shown by their community leadership, their support of 
the National Guard, and the defense of the country.   

(continued) 
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Dining out (continued) 
     Wajer has been employed by the South Dakota Air National Guard since 2008 as the Military 
and Family program manager. As the manager of this program her role has been pivotal in en-
hancing the well-being and readiness 
of military personnel and their fami-
lies, and she has provided leadership, 
insight and mentoring on key issues 
to over 1200 service members. 
     While she has also worked in tan-
dem with the Army Family Readiness 
offices across the state her primary 
focal point has been to airmen, fami-
lies, and retirees for TRICARE issues. 
Wajer is a pillar in her community and 
her public service with KUDOS, the 
Family Volunteer Group, her seat on 
the executive board for the South Da-
kota Military Heritage Alliance and 
the executive board for the Red Cross 
are just a few of the supporting roles for her nomination for the Williamson Militiamen Award. 
     Wajer is well known and a main point of contact in Sioux Falls for SDNG Airmen and their 
families. 
     Convergint Technologies was awarded the South Dakota Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR) Pro Patria Award.  The Pro Patria Award is presented annually to one South Da-
kota employer who provides exceptional support to national defense through leadership prac-
tices and personnel policies that support employees serving in the National Guard and Re-
serve.   
     Sgt. Tucker Nicke nominated Con-
vergint Technologies saying 
“Convergint’s unwavering support during 
my deployment was truly remarkable. 
From regular care packages and heartfelt 
messages to maintaining constant con-
tact and even promoting me, the Sioux 
Falls office went above and beyond. 
Their commitment to me and my success 
exemplifies Convergint’s dedication to its 
core values and to supporting veterans 
and reservists.”  

(continued) 
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Dining out (continued) 
     Convergint Technologies is a company that specializes in designing, installing, and servicing 
comprehensive solutions in security, fire alarm, life safety, and audio-visual systems for enter-
prise customers.  
     The Pro Patria Award was accepted on behalf of Convergint by Bob Peplinski who has been in 
the security industry for 23 years and is the General Manager for North and South Dakota. 
     The Adjutant General’s Family Award recipient is Sgt. 1st Class Josh and Kris Neuhardt. The 
award recognizes family members who support their Soldiers and Airmen in a truly exemplary 
manner while managing 
family and careers during 
their military career.   
     Josh and Kris Neuhardt 
have been long-standing 
volunteers with the Child 
& Youth Program. The 
Neuhardts were thanked 
for their engagement, 
offering valuable time, 
talents, and service to 
Military Youth and Fami-
lies and for their support 
of the organization. 
     The Neuhardt family 
has been volunteering 
and supporting our Sol-
diers and their Families since 2009. For fiscal year 2024 the Family has volunteered a combined 
393 hours in support of and providing mentorship and guidance to our Child and Youth Program. 
They have and continue to create a positive impact that enhances our program and foster an 
environment that allows our youth to develop personal connections and build upon their leader-
ship skills.  
     Madilyn is the daughter of Josh and Kris Neuhardt and has been a member of the National 
Guard Youth Council since 2023 where she has facilitated activities, provided peer support, and 
served as a mentor. She displayed Military values and contributed over 257 hours of volunteer 
service to the National Guard Child & Youth Program. 
     Volunteer Spouse, Kris has played an active role as a Volunteer for the National Guard Youth 
Program. She is always eager to assist and lend a helping hand, to include Youth Council 
meetings, in which she has volunteered to transport Youth Council members across the state, as 
well as chaperone the event and provide mentorship to the team of 15 Youth Council Military 
teens.  
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     A special group of visitors from Edgemont School 
brightened the day of our veterans at the Michael J. Fitz-
maurice State Veterans Home. Kindergarten through 2nd

-grade students brought 
their love of reading and 
infectious joy to the veter-
ans, each choosing a resi-
dent to read to. The heart-
felt connection between 
the young students and 
the veterans was evident 
as the children eagerly 
shared their favorite sto-
ries, bringing laughter and 
smiles to the veterans. 
     It was a wonderful re-
minder that “A book is a 

gift you can open again and again.” We want to express 
our deepest thanks to Edgemont School for sending such 
kind-hearted students who brought happiness and com-

panionship to our veter-
ans. It was a memorable 
visit that will surely be 
cherished by all who were 
a part of it. 
 

A heartwarming visit 

from Edgemont school 

students 
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A big thank you to the 

post 71 Legion riders 
     We would like to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to the Legion 
Riders Post 71 Hot Springs for their 
incredibly thoughtful gift to the 
veterans at the Michael J. Fitzmau-
rice State Veterans Home. Thanks 
to their generosity, we now have 
new towel and blanket warmers 
for our veterans, ensuring they 
have an added touch of comfort. 
     This amazing group of individu-
als works tirelessly to organize and 
host countless fundraisers, bene-

fiting not just our veterans but also many others in 
the community. Their dedication and hard work 
make such a positive difference, and we are in-
credibly grateful for all they do. 

     Let’s give a big round of applause to the Le-
gion Riders Post 71 Hot Springs for their contin-
ued support and kindness. Thank you for mak-
ing a difference in the lives of our veterans! 
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2025 Upcoming Events 
Feb 14-16—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Feb 17—State Offices Closed—President’s Day 
Mar 29—Stand Up for Women Veterans Retreat—Our Savior's Lutheran Church ELCA—(West 33rd Street)— 
     Sioux Falls—9:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 15—Dine to Donate for Midwest Honor Flight—Texas Roadhouse—(4307 W. Empire Place)—Sioux Falls— 
     3:30 pm—10:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 16—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home—(2500 Min-
nekahta Avenue)—Hot Springs—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 25-26—State DAV Convention—AmericInn—Aberdeen 
Apr 27-30—VFW Proficiency Training Conference—Annapolis, MD 
May 6—Mission 24 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Sioux Falls Arena—(1201 N. West 
      Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
May 6—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pennington County Conference Room—(312 Kansas City St)—Rapid City— 
     10:00 am—2:00 pm (MT)  
May 7—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 American Legion—(520 S. Pierre St)—Pierre—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT)  
May 8—SDDVA Mini Conference—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St—Heritage Room)—Sioux  
     Falls—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT)  
May 20—Mission 25 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Sioux Falls Arena—(1201 N. West 
      Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
May 26—State Offices Closed—Memorial Day 
May 26—SDDVA Memorial Day Program at State Veterans Cemetery—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 3—Mission 26 Midwest Honor Flight Operation Welcome Home—Hawthorne Aviation—(5815 Mitchell  
     Street #1207)—Sioux City, IA —9:30 pm (Doors open at 7:30 pm) (CT) 
Jun 7—Rich Schild Memorial Poker Run—The Keg—Tabor—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 10—MWHF Day of Sweetness—Chick-Fil-A—(4005 W. 41st Street)—Sioux Falls—6:30 am—10:00 pm (CT) 
Jun 14—MWHF Pars and Pubs—Downtown Sioux Falls—11:00 am—4:00 pm (CT) 
Jun 19—State Offices Closed—Juneteenth Day 
Jun 19-22—VFW State Convention—Ramkota—Pierre 
Jun 19-22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 
Jun 29—MWHF Honor Ride—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls— 
     1:00 pm (CT) 
Jul 4—State Offices Closed—Fourth of July 
Jul 14—Black Hills Tee it up for the Troops Tournament—Arrowhead Country Club—Rapid City 
Jul 16—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Mitchell VFW Post—(215 N. Main Street)—Mitchell 
Aug 4-5—Your Journey Matters 2025 Behavioral Health Conference—Sioux Falls Sheraton Convention Center 
Aug 9-13—National VFW Convention—Columbus, OH 
Aug 11—Barrel House Day of Giving for Midwest Honor Flight—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux Falls—11:00 am— 
     Midnight (CT) 

(continued) 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

Upcoming Events 
Aug 20—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Virtual 
Aug 27-Sep 1—South Dakota State Fair 
Aug 28—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 1—State Offices Closed—Labor Day 
Sep 9-12—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School 
Sep 16—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Yankton VFW Post—(209 S. Cedar Street)—Yankton 
Sep 21-25—NVS Accredited Representative Skill Training—Annapolis, MD 
Sep 21-26—NVS Basic for New Accredited Representatives—Annapolis, MD 
Oct 13—State Offices Closed—Native American Day 
Oct 15—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—Virtual 
Oct 18—4th Annual Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell  
     Street)—Sioux Falls—7:00 pm 
Nov 7—MWHF Bingo—Severance Brewing—(701 N. Phillips Avenue)—Sioux Falls—7:00-9:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 8—Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair—Sturgis Community Center—(1401 Lazelle Street—(Sturgis) -  
     11:00 am—2:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 10—Barrel House Day of Giving for the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery WAA—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux  
     Falls—11:00 am—Midnight (CT) 
Nov 11—State Offices Closed—Veterans Day 
Nov 19—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—DAV Headquarters (1519 W. 51st Street)—Sioux Falls 
Nov 27—State Offices Closed—Thanksgiving 
Nov 29—Side by Side MWHF Poker Run—Pilot Mikes Roadhouse—(4901 N. Ellis Road)—Sioux Falls— 
     11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls—   
     11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 25—State Offices Closed—Christmas Day 
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